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Dear Parents of Students in Grades 3 to 10,

This is to inform you that your child(ren) will be sitting for the first session of the Arabic
Benchmark Test (ABT) 2023 from October 2 — October 6, 2023. The ABT is an online
benchmark assessment based on the Arabic framework for Arabic as the first and an additional
language. It is based on Bloom’s taxonomy and includes testing for all ability levels. The test will
be conducted thrice a year.

ABT is designed to assess proficiency in Arabic Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking. The
Arabic A assessments are designed for native Arabic speakers who are following the Arabic (A)
program; similarly, the Arabic B assessments are designed for non-native Arabic speakers in
levels corresponding to the number of years they have studied Arabic B. It will allow teachers to
effectively differentiate their instruction to meet the learning needs of all their students and keep
track of their attainment & progress in the Arabic language. Furthermore, it provides students
with:

« Individual reports that highlight skills, strengths, and weaknesses.
* Reports that include a clear description of skills & concepts that have been mastered.
+ A scaled score to measure their progress over time.

 High-quality feedback (clear descriptions of the next level of achievement that students need
to strive towards) that can be used to improve learning.

« School, and regional percentiles to compare and benchmark student performance.

The ABT is scheduled for two sessions; each session of 60 minutes will be conducted using an
online browser on students’ devices on campus during regular school timings. As students will
be using their devices to take those tests, kindly make sure the latter is fully charged the
night before. Students will not be eligible for a makeup exam if they were not able to
take/complete the ABT assessment due to their uncharged devices. In case of absence, a student
needs to submit a medical report to the school. Retests will only be scheduled as deemed fit by
the Assessment Department.

To ensure the exams’ integrity and the validity of the scores, it is crucial that students abide by
the testing rules and regulations. These include (and are not limited to): no talking and no
browsers to be opened beside the ABT. The teachers will be available to attend to students’
technical issues only. As always, GIS will enforce its zero-tolerance policy. As students’
performance on these ABT assessments accounts for 3 - 5% of their total average in Arabic
subject, kindly encourage them to take the exam seriously and do their best.

For more information about the International Assessments conducted at Greenwood International
School and for more resources, please visit the “International Assessment” page on our school’s
website under the “Curricula” tab.

Thank you for your trust and support,
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