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We at GIS consider the 2011-2012 academic year an extremely
eventful year where everybody, starting from the admin, staff and
reaching all the way to the students as well as the parents gained an
extensive amount of experience.
This year has been full of successes. We went through two inspections : the DSIB and the AdvancED accreditation. We challenged
ourselves and did more than we thought possible to prove to ourselves first and foremost then to everyone involved in the GIS community, parents
and students that GIS deserves to be a significant part of this society. These accreditation days passed and we got excellent results, which have had a great effect on all
of us.
We are currently preparing for the Eco Schools accreditation and to graduate our
first batch of Grade 12 students towards the middle of June. We are looking forward
to that moment when we tell our students, whom we’ve watched grow throughout
the years, to go ahead, seek higher knowledge and conquer the world, for we at GIS
are sure that you are ready for it.

KG Field Trips

22/4/12
KG Earth Day

26/4/12
Earth Day Competition
(KG)
Elementary Concert

Best Regards,
Rashida Badri

Congratulations!

Mad Ad Competition
Fashion Show Competi-

Dubai Spelling Challenge competition 20122013
The Grand Champion Trophy was awarded to
Hamza Saleh of grade three Grizzlies for taking
part in the Dubai spelling Challenge competition
held at Arabian Center on 22nd December 2011.
Another feather in GIS cap was Fatima Moosa of
grade four who took part and won the same
competition. Many schools from Dubai participated.

tion —(Grade 5-12)

Young Entrepreneur Competition (YEC) 2012

3/5/12
KG Healthy Day
ICT Presentation
(Elementary)
Solar Band and Guitar
Hero—(Grade 5-12)

10/5/12

23/5/12
Show and Gallery (KG1)

24/5/12
KG2 Graduation & Gallery

31/5/12
KG End of Term Party

Over 700 projects formed by 2500 students from
high schools and universities across the UAE have
participated in the four days exhibition at Wafi.
Big Congratulations to Mohammad Darwish,
Khalifa Al Youha and Khalifa Suwaidi for their winning project “Wish A Thing” which walked away
3rd place in YEC this year.

Vision : To create leaders in all walks of life through quality teaching.
Mission : An eco-friendly, student-centric institution of excellence dedicated to creating future citizens equipped with knowledge,
moral values, cultural understanding and tolerance who will lead at the national and international arenas.
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KG SPORTS DAY

K

indergarten’s annual sports day took place on the 30th & 31st January
2012 and what a marvelous day it was! Five teams: purple, blue, green, yellow
and red put in brave and spirited performances. Parents and students cheered
excitedly from the sidelines as each class took part in at least two different races
ensuring everyone took part. After a fun filled, competitive morning, we all
went back to our classes for the medal presentation ceremony and to celebrate
with a party. We were proud that so many students reused shirts from their KG
special days, helping to proclaim that kindergarten truly is eco friendly. It was
an exciting day that brought out the best in the already fast and fantastic sporty
kindergarten students.

KG FIELD TRIPS

A

s part of linking to the Florida curriculum, Kindergarten recently
had a Camelicious experience when we visited the Emirates
Camel Goodness farm. The sight of 2700 camels was simply astonishing and the camel milk, in its many flavors, was delicious. The students
not only enjoyed a fun day out, but also learned how camels can be
used in business in an eco friendly way. Moreover, the kids learned a
valuable lesson on the beneficial health aspects of camel milk. And
best of all, it is made right here in the UAE, so there are few food
miles and we are being eco friendly by buying from local producers.
Other students went to the Dubai animal rescue shelter. This organization does a fantastic job of helping abandoned animals and the students got to interact with many species
up close and personal. Our term 3 theme is volunteering and this was a little taster of how our students can
put their time to good use by volunteering for a good cause.

GreenTimes
DUBAI MUSEUM TRIP—KG

I

t’s strange that we live in a country that we
call home, but don’t actually know much
about. The KG2’s trip to Dubai Museum on the
19th February began to change that. KG2 explorers filled five busses and made their way to the
Dubai Museum. They were full of spirit and
barely contained excitement. At the museum, the
students set about learning about the heritage of
the UAE and they left fascinated by a wealth of
information gained during the day. On the way
back the teachers and students had a long discussion about the best parts of the day. Students
then wrote about it in their journal books. Highlights included the camels, the palm trees and the
fish. The students also liked seeing what Dubai
looked like a long time ago.

INTERNATIONAL GRANDPARENTS DAY—KG

T

he 9th of February 2012 saw Kindergarten honoring
their grandparents on International Grandparents
Day. Grandparents came into school to listen to their
grandchildren sing a medley of songs and participated in a
student and grandparent art and craft session. They enjoyed juice and biscuits, which the children themselves
served to their grandparents. The children relished being
in charge of the proceedings for our Kindergarten Grandparents Day celebration!
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T2 GIS BUCKLE UP CAMPAIGN —KG

D

id you know that only 2% of Emirati families get their children to buckle-up in
the car? That’s a shocking statistic that endangers a large percentage of children in our usually safe country. Therefore, the Kindergarten theme this term is
Road Safety. This campaign aims to boost the number of children wearing seatbelts.
We’re giving stars and certificates to all children who wear their seatbelts to and
from school. We are so proud of the students who are wearing seatbelts for the first
time in their lives and bringing photos of themselves to show the class. Kindergarten
hopes that this develops into a habit that extends across the whole GIS community.
Let’s make the GIS buckle up success rate 100% this term!

KG PAJAMA DAY LINKED TO LITERACY

T

he 23rd of February saw students come into school in
their pajamas! What a homely and colorful day it was!
With students happily showing off their special toys to
cheerily sharing their favorite books, it was a day that encouraged demonstration of exceptional reading and presenting skills. Students read excerpts from their books and found
alphabet letters on the page. It truly felt, more than ever,
that Greenwood had become a home away from home!

KG BECOME FIELD SCIENCTISTS FOR THE DAY

O

n the 27th and 29th of February the KG teams trooped off to
Muhaisnah Park bright and early in order to observe and categorize living and non – living specimens. However, the trip was not
only science related, as students were able to link their findings
across math, art and language arts. This made it a cross curricula
trip. It was a cool morning, but with a lot of work to be done, the
KG2 superstars were up to the task and some amazing finds were
made!

GreenTimes
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ELEMENTARY BAKE SALES

F

or the first time at GIS the Elementary students had organized a Bake Sale for the staff
and students. The children enjoyed thoroughly and
were encouraged to experience the real life situations of selling and applying their Math skills. They
also conveyed a message of healthy eating habits.
We would like to thank all the parents for making
this event such a grand success.

TRIP TO DINO LIVE—ELEMENTARY

T

he Students of elementary went on an exciting and adventurous trip to “DINO LIVE” in Times Square
Mall on 16/1/12. It was a thrilling and educational experience. The students watched a 3D movie about
a Little Dino that gets lost, they learnt a Dino song and saw life sized, huge moving Dinosaurs of all kinds.

READING PROGRAMME —ELEMENTARY

R

eading is an important part of learning. Reading, listening to children read and talking about what is
being read helps children to improve and increases the love for reading. Parent involvement is a very
important aspect of children's education. When parents are involved with their children's education, the
benefits are endless. It proves to have several longlasting, positive effects on students.
At GIS the elementary reading program invites the
parents to visit the school and monitor our young
once read in the library. We would like to thank our
parents Mrs.Ameena Mohd Al Aamri, and Mrs. Al
Anood Jassim Ali Al Aref who have given their precious time in making this reading program a success.
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SPELLING BEE —ELEMENTARY

E

lementary Spelling Bee Competition was held on 16th February 2012. Students from Grade two; three
and four were chosen after giving a spelling assignment from the words given.
It was an inter-house school competition. The winners from Grade two’s were Maple house, Grade three Cedar house and Grade four’s also Cedar house.
The competition was highly challenging and showed the high level of English at our school.

COMPETITIONS —ELEMENTARY

Winners of Handwriting Competition (Elementary)

Winners of Speech Competition (Elementary)

Winners of Craft Competition

GreenTimes
ELEMENTARY SPROTS DAY

T

he Elementary Sports Day was held on 9th of February,2012.The event was a chance for pupils of grade one
to four to demonstrate their athletic talent and highly competitive sportsmanship.
The students racing on the tracks were cheered on by both
parents and students alike. Not only the students, but also
the teachers and parents were involved in the event. It was
followed by Bake Sale held by teachers of Elementary. This
event brought together the students, parents and staff of GIS
in the spirit of camaraderie. The event culminated with the
awards ceremony where the Principal Ms. Rashida Badri
handed the cups and medals to the winners.
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GIS Annual Camps(2011-2012)
As we do every year we started and ended our camps for term 2 with lots of passion, discoveries and fun.
We conducted 4 camps:

GIS badge of young leaders for Junior Camps
Congratulations for Sheikha bakhit, Maitha
Mohammad, Wafaa Callaway, and Maryam Badri in grade 11A
for finishing their second level in the camp leading program
and getting their badge for being assistant leaders for year 20112012.
High school Camp (9-12/ Boys):
It was an overnight camp outside UAE in Oman specifically Khaseb,
the land of water and hills. Our campers enjoyed themselves in
every single activity done : fishing , swimming , museum visits, boat
rides, water animals and island discoveries, games. The ride among
the hills by itself was a charming experience.
High school Camp (9-12/ Girls):
It was held in El Madam on the road to Hatta in El Badri’s Farm.
It was an interesting camp were the campers enjoyed drama, games,
cooking competitions, Mummy fashion shows, camp fire discussions, and bikes’ rides.
The girls proved themselves to be awesome campers.
Middle school Camp (5-8/ Boys):
It was held in GIS premises where the boys enjoyed variety of
games, night football , outside camp fire, and finally ending with
sports and water activities in Bermetha Sports Club. The atmosphere of the camp was full of happiness and positive energy that it
was a unique experience for everyone.
Middle school Camp (5-8/ Girls):
It was held in GIS premises where the girls enjoyed the games, the stitching, the cake decoration competition, the acting, the camp fire, the pyjama party, and ended with activities and swimming in Mishrif Park. The
girls made the camp end in a fantastic way making out of the camps a success for this year.

GreenTimes
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BOWLING TRIP—SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

A

special Bowling Trip to Al Quoz Bowling Center was organized as a treat to the outstanding students in
sciences from grades 5 to 11 for boys and girls on Thursday 23rd of February, 2012.

VISIT TO FRENCH CENTRE, DUBAI
Grade 6A/E girls and boys were taken for an educational trip to Alliance Française. They were welcomed by
Madame Alice. They participated in a presentation about France. They all participated actively and enjoyed.
Then they watched a movie in French with English subtitles. After that, Madame Alice took them on a round
of Alliance, the admin and met the directrice Madame Dominique. In the end the students sang for them the
song “Jean Petit qui danse”. The team of Alliance was amazed by our students’ performance, behavior and
most of all their interest for the language. GIS students ROCK!
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GRADE 12 INTERNSHIP
By Farooq Saleh (Grade 12E)

2

011-12 was always going to be a special year in the history of
Greenwood International School. This is the year in which GIS will
celebrate its inaugural graduation, and send its students into the real
world for the very first time. Our school has accustomed us to providing the best for its students over the years, and insuring that its students are prepared to face different issues in their lives. Due to the
special nature of this academic year, GIS decided to initiate a new
program in order to allow its graduating students get a real taste of
working life.
This year, GIS allocated one week for the seniors to go for internships
in various companies across Dubai. The students received contrasting
working work hours, with some attending as much as ten hours of
work a day!
The idea behind the internship was to give the students to opportunity to broaden their knowledge and gain valuable work experience.
By doing their internships, many students were able to explore different careers and have a better idea of what they want to do in the future. This sort of experience will aid all the students greatly in their
college applications.
By the end of the internship period, every student had a few stories
to tell. No one had a perfect week, and it wasn’t as easy as many people thought it would be. Some students faced problems with customers, while others were treated indifferently by some of their coworkers. These types of experiences are exactly what made the internship period so beneficial.
Despite some of the obstacles they faced, all the students who participated in this program unanimously agree that it was one they enjoyed immensely and would never forget. Thanks to this internship
period, the students now have a good idea of how it is to work from
day to day. The knowledge they obtained in this period will no doubt
stand them in good stead in the future.

GreenTimes

Page 11

ECO SAVE ELECTRICITY DAY—KG

S

aving electricity is very important to the students nowadays with GIS keeping careful watch of our carbon footprint and aiming to attain the internationally recognized Eco Schools Green Flag later this year.
Kindergarten has recognized that importance by switching off the lights in all the classrooms and using natural light instead for our Saving Electricity Day. In addition, the students went out into the play area and outside area to have lessons in the fresh air. They did fun activities and their Wiggle and Wake and Circle time
sessions outside, while discussing the importance of conserving electricity. The students hope that their efforts outside the classroom will be shadowed at home to help make Dubai a greener environment. Go 4
Green!!!

INTERSCHOOL TURTLE COMIC STRIP COMPETITION

T

o spread awareness about
turtles becoming extinct ,the elementary section had
a comic strip competition ,where
students drew comic strips on
‘how to save turtles ‘ and ‘how
and why they are getting extinct’.
Fatma Fauzi from grade 4 Kiwis
participated and received a certificate for her comic strip.

Students of elementary held an
Assembly on Saving Water .

Eco Team of Elementary
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TURTLE COMPETITION
By Zohreh Khoshab (Grade 7A)

T

he turtle competition was both challenging and exciting. We
learnt a lot of information about endangered turtles and got to
experience what other schools’ opinions about being an Eco School
are. When we were at the competition, everybody was so kind and
empathetic about the problems facing the Earth that I felt like we
were all part of big Eco family. We tried our best to build a fantastic
model of a green turtle with recycled materials. Even though we
didn't win in the competition, the feeling of having done our best
and having experienced something unique in our lives was great.
It has been an astonishing experience for me as a student and I
hope to attend many other competitions like this one. Three students represented GIS. There were Dayana SultanBek Begalieva
(7A), Zahra Ahmad Daryanavard (7A) and Zohreh Mohammad Khoshab (7A). We built the base using recycled calendar chart and wet
newspaper. We used a recycled chocolate box, newspapers, egg
cartons, used boxes, plastic spoons and an old watermelon peel for
the model. For our information card, we reused a cardboard cloth
tag taken off a new shirt that displayed data on our turtle.

ECO GARDEN
by Aryn Caroline May (Grade 4)

I came to school this morning and what a big surprise!
An eco garden in my school right before my very eyes.
Benches to sit on and almond trees growing tall,
Spread all over the ground are tons of small rocks-if you aren’t careful you might fall.
And in the KG play area is a balancing wall.
Looking in the garden you will find great smelling herbs for all.
What we had before used lots of water to keep the plants alive.
Now we have an eco garden with desert plants that can easily survive.
So thanks Dubal and Al Futtaim Carillion for providing us with the hint,
that we should take care of nature and reduce our carbon footprint.

Greenwood International School, Muhaisnah 1, Dubai, UAE

http://greenwood.sch.ae

Tel : 04—2888000

